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MYTHS ABGUT INTELLIGINCE ANL CIA

Poeddminary Loumsent

Thera Is much misinFformation end thara are many nyths in the U.S.
avoul Inteltiigence and CIA.  This transiates ltself into gueer attitudes
chout the sabject end |t may transiate iiself into specific cuestions
an your tour.  The purpose of this saper is to serface some of thone
atiitudes., There are no setl saswers to any of the questions, buz, for
whatever haip it may be, answaern that hove been used succeastully in
actusi brieflng situations are inciuded,

doveral fetitudes Toward inteidligence in tna 4.3,

o Thay intellizence and internal sacurliy are the seme,
Answer:  Tho Internal security of the U.5, is the responsibliity of
i

the FB1, ot of Cl1A.  inteilligence, o8 wo use the tarm, is knuwiedga
af forabgn councries. It Is & responsibiiity of €14 {sharad with State

2 e}, not of vha FBL. Tha sivisian of responslibliiicy betwesn
tha FB ¢ CiA Is not only functional, bui 2iso geagraphic., There is
clase Haison betwoesn the two sarvices In deoling with situatiosng
pozing buth farelgn Intellligence wno Intornal seccurlty probiess,

[}
T

[

2. Tnst intelligence is to be squated with esplonasge.
car:  Inteiligencae is knowledge of foaraign countrias. The melhwos
spes VYor acquirlng that kaowledge rangs from the most apen thraugh
v clscreet end secret methods.,  The grest balk of Information thet
gous inco dntelligence {say S0%) comes fraom open end official sources.
Tu ezunte intelilgence with asplonage Is o fall to do Justice to
stper collection systams and to the whule work of analysis, whareby ,
the dlmension of meaningfulness {5 odded 1o unevaluated information from
the field. : '

3. That espionage {s odious or gven lmmorai,
Ansuer:  For those who feel this way, they need never bs concerned
with esplonage. Host pesple in Intellilgence are concerned with the
ather aspects of the profossion.  Esplonage plays a vital and integral
role in most Intelligence systems, but 1t i3 not tha whole of Intsi-
iigence.

L, That the Beltish gre tops In this flald but that U.5%. Intaeil-
figence officers are clumsy amateurs, gumshoes, elc, ,
Answer: The Zritish ara good, but so Is the Y8, It I3 pretty much

e

Vike the 8ricish Bavy end the U.S. Navy., The Brivish Havy Is good, but
not supsrior to that of the U,5. : : o .
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Hyths About Intelligenea anc CIA (eontinuad)

5. that & good intzlligence service can aiways or aimost 2iways
preclet futare coatingent gvents (V'the ervsial-batl theory of intei-
iigance'').

Auaswery Intelllgence i3 not only concerned with predictions. 1t
repor s current events, it assesses capabilities and veinerabiilties,
and it precicts probable courses of action=~io tho extent that the

cviasnce permlcs, Hational inteiligonce Estimates, for exaomple, concern

thomse lves with three kinas of gdyments~~jucgnents aboutl
J -

{1} Trnings that are knoweble and known.
{2) Things that are knowzble Lut unkrown (or unknoan in

sufficient cotaill, _
{3) Things that are unkriows and usknowable {such as who will

succese Khruschev, dssuning that this is adt known kn thae

dremiin ltseif). Qbvicusly, the iast kind of jucgmant

arpsents sxirasrdinary Sifficultlas, but Intelligonce may

still be collied upoa by policy maRrers for & list of
possibitizies.

5. inat forelaowiedge (Intalilgenca) rccassarlly impiles countar=

cetlon (for exemple, if intelligence knew that Spuinik T was o e

rounchee in the fall of 1357, why aien't the U.5. use tha Juplter € 1

{

hezt the Soviets to the punchi)
frsuer:  intelligence veparis the Fects and cva'uataes them. 1t ooy
not make policy or recommena (L. ghvicusly i1t Iafluesnes polley, but

-

K

poticy. Gomatimes pollcy mahers glve greater weight to other factors.

Joaaatimes they decide anc agt imediataly on intelllgence. ' In ey

we Jight of new Intelligencs findings.

7. Tihat there are no controls over GIA, especially by Congrass.
Arswer: There are four congrassional CIA conint tteas-~acthally four

e

cub~connid tteas AF the Armed Services and Appropriaticens Commt treas of
poth housas. tvhiy exart these contruls proper to the Legisletive

Granch over funds, numbers of personnel, nd guality of effort. edle
1e Is tyrye that not every serber of Congress knows about CIA In detail,

the merbers of the ClA comnlutees do.  Vhis v not unique. - Hot every
member of Congress kagws how many atom bombs the U.%. has, but the
ccmbers oF the dolat Commities on Atamic Erergy do. CVA favors what=

ever Congresslonal controls the Chief Executive favors, The Prasidant

nas expressed hlmseld on this polnt In tils 3 October 1896% waievisad
news conference: ‘!4 think the present commlctoe , . W15 best, con-

slgering ihe sensiilve nawure of the CiA's work, As you know, there is
s Congressionai comnitieo in the housae, ond one in the Senate COMPOSOd

oF wempers of the Appropriations tomnittee and tha Armed Services

P
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B
¢ Is not the sols determinent in the formulation of natlonal sccurity

casa, (1t 15 tha policy afficials of the U.%. who recommend potlicy, snd
+ 1s the President who decldes what, if arnything, ought to bs cone In
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kyths fbout inteiligence &nu Cid {continued)

i Soect il Cherges Mace Aszinst CIA

vasn't TIA responsibie for the foiture of the U-27

what fallure? 1t s 'ﬂdurluﬂt toe distlaguish the operation,

vw:y Qrest sucesss indsed, From the handling of the case

afror a piane wis downed in the Ub:n, z hendlipg which admittedly left
oo desl e be desires. Ve Foous only on the hancling is to faisify
Lo onrspective. Socretoery of Defonse Sates, at tha tice of the U2
incicent, toid the Sernawe Foreiyn Aeletions Sommittes (2 June 1964)
that these Flights had furnishec vital Yinfarmation on eirficias,
aircraft, missiles, misslle testing snd training, speclal weopons

Csturaze, submarine production, atosic proouction, and alrgratt doploy-
ment - In the LYoviet Union.

-

2. wasn't CiA rosponsible Tor the disactrous Bay of Plgs invasion?
Ansuzry  The Yinveslon'' was an stiempt on the part of the U5, to

helo, o as giscreet o mepner 5 possible, train and equip Cuban
fresdom fightors wha sought to €rive the Communists out of thelr hone-
anc, A5 Tor CIA, we did what we were fold, and we oid It as best

i N H
4 a‘
?

wa could., Unfortunately, our best, on this oceasion, was pol goud
enoudli,

Fas CHA been Y'upselting tho applecard’ in Vieg Mam’
The inforsecion in the press about ClA Is generally based on
The Frocldent of the U.%. is & better SOUrC. Ha acdressad

(

ctobar noews confsrencea.

if to che is:‘.u& of Cih wng Yiet Mam in his © ¢
i chaivge ok plece with & rsporear

Yo Bir. Prasident, could you discuss somg of tho recent public
aceounts of CIA sctivities In South Viet has, \artlcuiarlf fn the ¢
ar raports of how the Clh hos unceriskan certein bndependent opere
ur indepencest of other e¢lements of the Amswrican Govermnant, that -
Scuth ¥Vist Nomi®' ' )

Ar 7§ must say | othink the reports are wholly untrue. The fact’
of the matter is that Wr. (CiA 3"¢L0r John) Molong sits in the
MNational Security founci! | imugiﬁc i see blm ot Jeast three or four
tinﬁs a wash, ording r;!y we hove worked very closely togsther in the
Nationa)l Scsurlty Cauncl! in che last fws months stleopting to mest the
guobluns wo fzee In douch Viet ¥am, | cen find nething, aad | have
lookes through the recovrd very corefully over the izst nine months, ang
foeould go back further, 2 Indicate that the CiA bos done anvthing
but support palicy., 1L woes notl creata palicy; L aliampts to execute
1t in those areas where (L has competence and respansibllity.. | know

STATINTL that the transfer of NG (- officlal in Salgon) «ho

«J,;..
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diths Aucut intellicence anc CA {comtinued) |

ivow overy Jdediceted public sorwent, has led to surmiszes, buv | oezn just
szvre you Flatiy that the (1f hos aot corricd cut {ndepansent acvivis
clos but has onarated under ciose contrad of the Uirector of Cenlr al
tnsctlicence, oparating with the cooperation of the Notlonal Security
Council ang uncer my Instructicns, :

3o 0 think wivile tha ClA moy hove nicde misishes, as we sl 3, on
differsnt cocasions, 2ad has hed many sm.cesws which may ¢o unharaldad,
by opinion la this coase It is unfair to cherge thewm as they have bean
charaed, | thiak they have done a gead joh,'

28 October 19063

..
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